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The first instalment in Bebbington’s Ireland
survey for Somm (10/08 —a second volume,
including S#rmia and a recently unearthed
Rhapsody from 1906, is imminent) left no one in
any doubt as to his innate sympathy for this
repertoire. “Everything in the Concerto grows out
of the opening bars: the writing is so subtly
integrated and has such lyrical freedom, and yet
there’s also an emotional restraint about it that
doesn’t pander to the audience. It’s a concerto that
can’t quite make up its mind whether it’s going to
make a big romantic gesture or remain intimate —
and that’s what to me gives the work its own
peculiar, ambivalent quality; the music somehow
always seems to be turning in on itself.” ®

BN The Bax/Ireland disc is issued in October
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